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SUBJECT: THE VAST MAJORITY OF BASQUES HAVE GLEEFULLY GREETED THE 

GOVT'S ANNOUNCED TOLERANCE OF THE FLYING OF THE BASQUE 

FLAG. 

REF: MADRID 444 

1 . AMCONSUL BILBAO REPRTS THAT THE REACTION IN THE BASQUE 
PROVINCES TO THE GOVT S ANNOUNCED "TOLERANCE" OF THE BASQUE 
FLAG ("IKKURINA") IS ONE OF WIDESPREAD JUBILATION. BASQUE 
FLAGS ARE VISIBLE ALMOST EVERYWHERE AND SIDEWALK HAWKERS 
AND DEPARTMENT STORES ARE DOING A LAND OFFICE BUSINESS INP 
IKKURRINA LAPEL PINS AND SIMILAR DEVICES. 
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2. NOT SURPRISINGLY HOEVER THE REACTION IN THE FOUR 
AFFECTED PROVINCES HAS NOT BEEN UNIFORMLY POSITIVE. AMCON- 
SUL BILBAO ALSO ADVISES THAT THE GOVT S ANNOUNCEMENT 
CREATED NEAR CONSTERNATION AMONG THE MINORITY OF MORE 
CONSERVATIVE AND REGIME LINKED ELEMENTS. THE CIVIL GOV- 
ERNORS OF VIZXAYA AND GUIPUZCOA HAVE RESIGNED IN " 
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DISGREEMENT" WITH THE GOVT'S POLICY, AND IT IS RUMORED 
THAT THE OTHER TWO PROVINICIAL GOVENORS ALSO WILL BE 
REPLACED BEFORE LONG. THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF VIZCAY 
(A CREATURE OF THE OLD REGIME) ALSO BLASTED THE 
OFFICIAL TOLERANCE STATING THAT THE 


GOVT HAD, IN EFFECT, ACTED IN A PARTISAN POLITICAL WAY. 

SINCE THE IKURRINA " IS THE FLAG OF THE BASQUE NATIONAL 
1ST PARTY (PNV) NOT THE BASQUE PEOPLE." 

3. FOR THE RECORD THE IKURRINA WAS DESIGNED IN THE 

LATE NINETEETH CNTURY BY SABINO ARAN GOIRI, CONSIDERED 

BY MANY TO BE THE IDEOLOGICAL FATHER OF MODERN BASQUE 

NATIONALSIM. BY THE LATE 1890'S THE FLAG HAD 

COME TO BE USED AS AN UNOFFICIAL SYMBOL OF THE BASQUE 

NATIONALIST MOVEMENT. IN THE 1930'S IT WAS ADOPTED BY THE PNV 

AS IT SOFFICIAL FLAG. THEN, IN 1936 IOSE ANTONIO 

AGUIRRE, PRESIDENT OF THE BASQUE REPUBLIC, SIGNED A DECREE 

DESIGNATING THE IKUTTINA AS THE OFFICIAL FLAG OF EUZKADU, THE 

BASQUE FATHERLAND. AND IT IS CONSIDERED 

AS SUCH TODAY BY ALL MAIOR POLITICAL GROUPS. STABLER 
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